Webquest – Mary of Nazareth

You are to create a new WORD document .

Place the title – “Mary of Nazareth”  and your “full name” underneath.

You are to go to 

http://www.womeninthebible.net/
Click on “Mary of Nazareth”

You are to copy and complete the following questions within your Word document:

1. What does the name “Mary” mean?

2. What three images do we have of Mary in our minds?

3. What percentage of people of Nazareth were peasant farmers?

4. What religion was Mary?

5. List 4 facts about Jewish scriptural stories Mary’s would have followed.

6. What were the three classes which existed in Nazareth and which one did Mary’s family belong to?

7. What are 2 reasons why the 4 Gospels present the story of Mary differently?

8. What was the Gospel writer Mark implying when Jesus reset the boundaries of family life by saying – “Who are my mother and my brothers?’ And looking at those who sat around him, he said, ‘Here are my mother and my brothers! Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother. (Mark 3:33-35)”?
9. What did the Gospel writer Luke paint Mary as?

10. Why was it difficult for Mary to become pregnant while unmarried?

11. What was a Jewish woman’s responsibility for her children?

12. What point of view does Matthew’s Gospel paint Jesus’ birth? What does the story preceded by? 

13. What 2 stories does John’s Gospel contain which the other Gospel’s do not?

14. What does the story of Cana display Mary’s personality as?

15. Describe what the “Acts of the Apostles” paint Mary’s personality/role as with her Jewish community?

16. Describe the Palestine’s economic recession at the time Mary lived?

17. What background or context were the Gospel’s written in?

18. What placed women in a negative category within the culture of Mary’s time?

19. How does the retelling Jewish scholar Josephus’ in 94AD demonstrate the discrimination of women of that time?

20. Describe an ideal Roman Woman in Mary’s time.
You are to save the document to your home drive.

Done!

ANSWERS

You are to complete the following questions :

1. What does Mary mean?

a. Wise woman

2. What three images do we have of Mary in our minds?

a. the woman Mary, a historical figure who lived in first-century Galilee

b. Mary the mother of Jesus in the stories of the New Testament

c. Mary who has been venerated throughout the history of the Christian Church as the Mother of God.

3. What percentage of people of Nazareth were peasant farmers?

a. 70%

4. What religion was Mary?

a. Jewish

5. List 4 facts Mary would have used Jewish scriptural stories:

a. Mary would have known the Jewish Scriptures, especially the stories and prayers in them,

b. Mary would have had her favourite role models from scripture.

c. Mary probably knew the stories and prayers by heart, rather than by reading them.

d. Stories were used for entertainment

6. What were the three classes which existed in Nazareth and which one did Mary’s family belong to?

a. There were three main social levels in Mary’s world: the rich, who were usually landowners and/or entrepreneurs; the poor, who worked on the land or at a variety of trades; and the destitute, who had neither land nor job, and who survived by begging. Mary and her family belonged to the middle group.

7. What are 2 reasons why the 4 Gospels present the story of Mary differently?

a. each was writing for a particular audience,

b. each was trying to convey particular ideas about Jesus and about God.

8. What was the Gospel writer Mark implying when Jesus reset the boundaries of family life by saying – “Who are my mother and my brothers?’ And looking at those who sat around him, he said, ‘Here are my mother and my brothers! Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother. (Mark 3:33-35)”?

a. Mark was implying that the community of believers should function like a close-knit family.

9. What did the Gospel write Luke paint Mary as?

a. Mary was a model of what a follower of Jesus ought to be: she had faith in God, she thought deeply about what was happening to her, and she co-operated with God, holding nothing back. She was also a very human figure, experiencing distress and joy as she watched over her child.

10. Why was it difficult for Mary to become pregnant while un married?

a. Being an unmarried mother in that culture was very difficult, much more so than in today’s society. People were not seen as individuals as they are now, but members of their group/clan, and any action of an individual reflected on the whole group. Mary’s family would have found it very hard to believe that there was no human father; her pregnancy would bring dishonor to all of them.

11. What was a Jewish woman’s responsibility for her children?

a. A Jewish woman had the responsibility of giving her children their basic education. Jesus’ introduction to the richness of Jewish religious ideas came initially from his mother.

12. What point of view does Matthew’s Gospel paint Jesus’ birth? What does the story preceded by? 

a. From Joseph’s view.

b. It was preceded by a genealogy, in which Joseph is named as the legal father of Jesus.

13. What 2 stories does John’s Gospel contain which the other Gospel’s do not?

a. The wedding at Cana

b. Mary witnessed the crucifixion of her son.

14. What does the story of Cana display Mary’s personality as?

a. Assertiveness

15. Describe what the “Acts of the Apostles” paint Mary’s personality and role as with the Jewish community?

a. Mary is shown as a mature woman who devoted herself to prayer within the early Christian community. She thus lived out the Jewish ideal of holiness. Jews believe that holiness is found in active participation in the life of the community. Holy people do not avoid the company of others. They share the happiness and sadness of the people around them, because they believe that God is found in humanity, not in isolation.

16. Describe the  Palestine’s economic recession at the time Mary lived?

a. Despite the fertility of the land, there was unemployment and poverty throughout the country. The great building programs of Herod the Great had come to an end, throwing thousands of tradesmen out of work. Without a modern social security system to fall back on, the families of these unemployed men were in a serious situation.

17. What background or context were the Gospel’s written in?

a. They occurred within a historical context, against a cultural background quite different to our own.

18. What placed women in a negative category within the culture of Mary’s time?

a. The Platonic dualism. Good VS Bad. Man VS Woman.

19. How does the retelling Jewish scholar Josephus’ in 94AD demonstrate the the discrimination of women of that time?

a. Josephus’ retells the story of Moses and removes all woman story where Moses is saved from the river.

20. Describe an ideal Roman Woman in Mary’s time.

a. Was a mother of many children, content with her household duties. She kept to her traditional role, in the home, and did not speak assertively to the men in her family. She did not enter the public world.


