Prayer and Dinner
Sunday May 31 2009

Introduction
Meditation

Video Presentation
Pentecost (U2)

Lectio Divina
on the Gospel Reading

Gospel Reflection — Resurrection
By Donagh O'Shea OP

"Without the Holy Spirit," wrote Ignatius of Laodicea, "God is distant, Christ is
merely an historical figure, the Gospel is a dead letter, the Church is just an
organisation, authority is domination, mission is propaganda, liturgy is only nostalgia,
and the work of Christians is slave labour. But with the Holy Spirit, Christ is risen and
present, the Gospel is a living force, the Church is a communion in the life of the
Trinity, authority is a service that sets people free, mission is Pentecost, the liturgy is
memory and anticipation, and the labour of Christians is divinised."

The Holy Spirit is the soul of the Church. The feast of Pentecost is an annual
invitation to the Church to look into itself and discover its soul. It is tempted, like all
of us, to keep looking the other way. In a famous phrase, it is tempted "to lose its soul
to save its face."

In one sense it's more natural to forget about one's inner life and to get on with living.
If you are always worrying about your heart or your liver, etc., you will not take risks
or do a lot of work. A healthy person just goes to it. The Holy Spirit is the soul of the
Church, and there is a sense in which that Spirit likes to work unseen, undeclared..
Adapting Jesus's words (Matthew 7:21), "It is not those who say 'Holy Spirit!' who
will enter the kingdom of heaven. It is those who live by the Spirit." During the 2nd
Vatican Council an Eastern bishop complained that there was little mention of the
Holy Spirit in the documents. The next document was full of it! But something tells
us that talking about the Spirit is not the same thing as living by the Spirit.

Sharing

Shared any thoughts and reflections

Common Prayers
You are invited to share any prayers with those gathered. They can include anything.



Final Prayers
(Repeat these prayers 7 times)

Our Father

Who Art in heaven

Hallowed be thy name

Thy Kingdom Come

Thy will be done

On Earth as it is in heaven
Give us this day

Our daily bread

And forgive us our trespasses
As we forgive those

Who trespass against us and lead us not into temptation
But deliver us from evil.
Amen.

Hail Mary

Hail Mary

Full of Grace

The Lord is with you

Blessed Art Thou among women

And Blessed, is the fruit of your womb Jesus

Holy Mary Mother of God

Pray for our sinners now and at the hour of our death.
Amen.

Glory Be

Glory Be to the Father
And to the Son

And to the Holy Spirit.

As it Was in the beginning.
Is now and ever shall be
World without End

Amen.



